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from whose estate recovery cannot be 
made. 

(d) Debts discharged in accordance 
with this section may be reported to 
the Internal Revenue Service pursuant 
to § 1403.19. 

§ 1403.16 Referral of delinquent debts 
to credit reporting agencies. 

(a) This section specifies the proce-
dures that will be followed by CCC and 
the rights that will be afforded to farm 
producers when CCC reports delinquent 
debts to credit reporting agencies. 

(b) Before disclosing information to a 
credit reporting agency in accordance 
with this part, CCC shall review the 
claim and determine that it is valid 
and delinquent. 

(c) Before a debt may be referred to a 
credit reporting agency, the debtor 
must be notified, pursuant to § 1403.4, of 
CCC’s intent to make such a report. 
Such notification shall include: 

(1) CCC’s intent to disclose to a cred-
it reporting agency that the debtor is 
responsible for the debt, and that such 
disclosure will be made not less than 60 
days after notification to such debtor. 

(2) The information intended to be 
disclosed to the credit reporting agen-
cy under paragraph (g)(1) of this sec-
tion. 

(3) The debtor’s right to enter a re-
payment agreement on the debt, in-
cluding, at the discretion of CCC, in-
stallment payments, and that if such 
an agreement is reached, the debt will 
not be referred to a credit reporting 
agency. 

(4) The debtor’s right to review of 
this action in accordance with para-
graph (i) of this section. 

(d) The debtor shall be notified, in 
writing at the debtor’s last known ad-
dress, when CCC has reported any de-
linquent debt to a credit reporting 
agency. 

(e)(1) CCC shall notify each credit re-
porting agency to which an original 
disclosure of delinquent debt informa-
tion was made of any substantial 
change in the condition or amount of 
the claim. 

(2) CCC shall promptly verify or cor-
rect, as appropriate, information about 
the debt on request of a credit report-
ing agency. The records of the debtor 

shall reflect any correction resulting 
from such request. 

(f) Information reported to a credit 
reporting agency on delinquent debts 
shall be derived from the system of 
records maintained by CCC. 

(g) CCC shall limit delinquent debt 
information disclosed to credit report-
ing agencies to: 

(1) The name, address, taxpayer iden-
tification number, and other informa-
tion necessary to establish the identity 
of the debtor; 

(2) The amount, status, and history 
of the claim; and 

(3) The program under which the 
claim arose. 

(h) Reasonable action shall be taken 
to locate a debtor for whom CCC does 
not have a current address before re-
porting delinquent debt information to 
a credit reporting agency. 

(i)(1) Before disclosing delinquent 
debt information to a credit reporting 
agency, CCC shall, upon request of the 
debtor, provide for a review of the debt 
in accordance with § 1403.11. This re-
view shall only consider defenses or ar-
guments which were not available or 
could not have been available at any 
previous appeal proceeding permitted 
under § 1403.11. 

(2) Upon receipt of a request for re-
view within 30 days from the date of 
notice to the debtor of intent to refer 
delinquent debt information to a credit 
reporting agency, CCC shall suspend its 
schedule for disclosure to a credit re-
porting agency until a final decision 
regarding the appropriateness of dis-
closure to a credit reporting agency is 
made. 

(3) Upon completion of the review, 
the reviewing official shall transmit to 
the debtor a written notification of the 
decision. If appropriate, the debtor 
shall be notified of the scheduled date 
on or after which the debt will be re-
ferred to the credit reporting agency. 
The debtor will also be notified of any 
changes from the initial notification in 
the information to be disclosed. 

(j)(1) In accordance with guidelines 
established by the Executive Vice 
President, CCC, the responsible claims 
official shall report to credit reporting 
agencies delinquent debt information 
specified in paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion. 
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(2) The agreements entered into by 
USDA and credit reporting agencies 
shall provide the necessary assurances 
to CCC that the credit reporting agen-
cies to which information will be pro-
vided are in compliance with the provi-
sions of all the laws and regulations of 
the United States relating to providing 
credit information. 

(3) CCC shall not report delinquent 
debt information to credit reporting 
agencies when: 

(i) The debtor has entered a repay-
ment agreement covering the debt with 
CCC, and such agreement is still valid; 
or 

(ii) CCC has suspended its schedule 
for disclosure of delinquent debt infor-
mation pursuant to paragraph (i)(2) of 
this section. 

(k) Disclosures made under this sec-
tion shall be in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Privacy Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. 552a). 

(l) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraphs (a) through (k) of this sec-
tion, all commercial debts owed by 
debtors other than farm producers may 
be reported to credit reporting agen-
cies. 

[54 FR 52878, Dec. 22, 1989, as amended at 56 
FR 66956, Dec. 27, 1991] 

§ 1403.17 Referral of debts to Depart-
ment of Justice. 

Debts which cannot be collected in 
accordance with these regulations may 
be referred to the Department of Jus-
tice for collection action. 

§ 1403.18 Referral of delinquent debts 
to IRS or tax refund offset. 

CCC may refer legally enforceable de-
linquent debts to IRS to be offset 
against tax refunds due to debtors 
under 26 U.S.C. 6402, in accordance with 
the provisions of 31 U.S.C. 3720A and 
Treasury Department regulations. 

§ 1403.19 Reporting discharged debts 
to IRS. 

(a) In accordance with IRS regula-
tions, CCC may report to IRS as dis-
charged debts on IRS Form 1099–G only 
the amounts specified in paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

(b) The following discharged debts 
may be reported to IRS: 

(1) The amount of a debt discharged 
under a compromise agreement be-
tween CCC and the debtor, except for 
compromises made due to doubt about 
the Government’s ability to prove its 
case in court for the full amount of the 
debt. 

(2) The amount of a debt discharged 
by the running of the statutory period 
of limitation for collecting the debt by 
administrative offset specified in 31 
U.S.C. 3716. 

(3) The amount of a debt discharged 
by CCC in accordance with § 1403.15(b). 

§ 1403.20 Referral of debts to private 
collection agencies. 

If CCC’s collection efforts have been 
unsuccessful after 90 days and the de-
linquent debt remains unpaid, CCC 
may refer the debt to a private collec-
tion agency for collection. 

§ 1403.21 Collection of 1988 and 1989 
advance deficiency overpayments. 

(a) The provisions of this section set 
forth the policies and procedures for 
collection of 1988 and 1989 advance defi-
ciency overpayments (‘‘overpay-
ments’’). 

(b) The following definition shall be 
applicable to this section: 

Financial hardship means that condi-
tion of a producer in which payment of 
the debt by lump sum would jeopardize 
the producer’s ability to provide food, 
shelter, and medical care to his imme-
diate family, or to continue the pro-
ducer’s farming operation, as deter-
mined by CCC. 

(c) This section applies to collection 
of overpayments from those producers 
who are suffering financial hardship, as 
determined by CCC, and who also meet 
the following conditions, as determined 
by CCC: 

(1) Who received an advance defi-
ciency payment for the 1988 or 1989 
crop of a commodity under part 1413 of 
this chapter; 

(2) Who are required to provide a re-
fund of at least $1,500 of such payment, 
as a result of the increase in market 
prices of the commodity; 

(3) Who reside in a county, or in a 
county that is contiguous to a county 
where CCC has determined that farm-
ing, ranching, or aquaculture oper-
ations have been substantially affected 
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